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Jenks
Teaching Teams
Students will be assigned to a team of teachers to receive instruction in core 
subject areas: Language Arts, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies.

ACADEMIC CORE SUBJECTS

Language Arts
The curriculum addresses all aspects of literacy. Students learn and prac-
tice reading skills using both fiction and nonfiction text. Sixth grade students 
will be reading, comprehending, interpreting, evaluating, and responding to 
a variety of complex texts of all genres from a variety of historical, cultural 
and global perspectives. Students continue to develop and polish writing 
skills, using a five-step process to develop writing pieces: Prewriting, Draft-
ing, Revising, Editing, and Publishing. Students will write descriptive para-
graphs, personal narratives, original stories, research reports, persuasive 
and argumentative essays, as well as friendly and business letters and po-
etry. Current events, stories, novels and drama may be used in conjunction 
with oral presentations. Additionally, students use language arts strategies 
in both science and social studies. 

Mathematics
Students continue to develop confidence in mathematical concepts and 
skills that stimulate student curiosity and allow for investigation, creative 
and resourceful problem solving, and effective communication. Number 
and operations, algebraic reasoning, geometry and measurement, and data 
and probability are among skills students will use as they work with a wide 
variety of problem solving situations.

Algebra/Pre-Algebra
Algebra and Pre-Algebra are offered to students with a qualifying combined 
score on the Orleans Hanna and the Iowa Algebra Aptitude Test.

Social Studies
The sixth-grade curriculum emphasizes the Geography of the Western 
Hemisphere. Social Studies concepts are explored through inquiry, 
literature, team activities, and engaging discussions. Focus is on the 
students' understanding of essential questions and the development of 
higher-level thinking skills. 

Science
Students will learn life, physical, and earth science using a hands-on inquiry 
approach that requires the use of critical and logical thinking.  The content 
focus will be properties of matter, earth’s surface processes, the relation-
ship between energy and forces,  energy flow in organisms, cell processes 
and structure, and interdependent relationships in ecosystems.   Integrated 
into science lessons are student-developed inquiry investigations, a focus 
on constructing explanations, communicating information, and engaging in 
argument from evidence, and an emphasis on STEM learning principles 
with engineering design and re-design experiences.   



SIXTH-GRADE WORLD LANGUAGE OPTIONS
All sixth-grade students will participate in exploratory classes of 
either Spanish or Chinese. Art relating to the respective culture will 
be embedded in each.

World Language: Spanish
Students will learn to communicate in a language other than 
English and gain insight into other cultures. The students will be 
able to respond to simple phrases and questions using appropriate 
vocabulary. Students explore the history, music, and arts through 
interactive methods such as song, dance, and auditory learning.

World Language: Chinese
Students will focus on conversational Chinese as well as 
integrating Chinese culture, history, music and arts. Students will 
experience grammar usage at a basic level; reading and writing are 
introduced, as well as, basic vocabulary and sentence structure. 

SIXTH-GRADE ELECTIVES
Students will have the opportunity to select courses based upon 
their individual needs and interests. Sixth graders will select 
one elective course. Elective choice requires a full-year 
commitment. Students will not be able to change electives 
during the year. (There are some courses which will require 
students to pay for supplies, instruments, and/or uniforms. It is 
not the intent of Jenks Public Schools to limit student choices 
due to cost: therefore, any students who desire to enroll in one of 
these courses and is unable to cover the cost, should contact a 
counselor. Teachers may be contacted for additional information 
concerning the exact costs involved.)

Physical Education: The student will participate in a variety of 
physical education activities. An emphasis on fitness components 
will encourage the student to make exercise an everyday activity. 
The student will gain skills and knowledge of a variety of sports 
that will challenge and motivate the student to pursue a lifetime of 
enjoyment in athletics.

Vocal Music: Students will experience singing, studying, and 
listening to music from a variety of genres and cultures. They 
will broaden their understanding of singing techniques and of the 
elements of music: melody, harmony, rhythm, tone color, texture, 
and form. 

Beginning Band: This course will be available to any sixth-
grade student who wishes to participate in the instrumental music 
program on a woodwind, brass or percussion instrument. Flute, 
clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, trombone, and percussion are the 
instruments offered in Beginning Band. Instrument selection will 
be based on three parts: musical aptitude, personal preference, 
and instrument suitability. The students will need to provide his/
her own instrument. At least two performances will be scheduled 
during the school year. 

Beginning Strings: This division of the instrumental music 
program is designed for the student to learn to play the violin, 
viola, cello, or string bass. Students electing to play the violin or 
viola are expected to provide their own instrument. Information 
regarding proper sizing and recommended instrument brands as 
well as rental and purchase options will be disseminated at the 
start of the school year. The school provides cellos and basses 
for a nominal maintenance fee. Beginning string students will be 
expected to participate in two evening performances.

SIXTH-GRADE SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Jenks Wild Environmental School
Jenks Wild is an opportunity to involve sixth-grade students 
in a different kind of classroom experience. It is the purpose of 
this program to use an outside living classroom to develop self-
acceptance, team building, and an awareness of our environment. 
Stepping outside the regular classroom offers many unique 
opportunities to teach science, math, social studies, and language 
arts.

Gifted Program
The gifted program provides a differentiated curriculum that 
responds to individual strengths, interests, and needs of the gifted 
students. At each grade level enrichment and advanced learning are 
encouraged in many aspects of gifted class work. Skills in research, 
problem solving, critical thinking, decision making, discussion, and 
presentation are developed. Students must be tested to qualify.

Special Services
The Special Services Department assists students who have 
unique needs and qualify for special services. Multi-disciplinary 
teams are used to develop programs to meet the needs of 
students in the following areas: hearing-impaired, orthopedically 
handicapped, mentally handicapped, speech/language impaired, 
emotionally disturbed, other health-impaired, learning disabled, 
visually-impaired, multi-handicapped, homebound services, 
autism, deaf-blindness and traumatic brain injury.

Counseling
The counseling program is designed to help students develop a 
positive self concept. All members of the school staff work together 
in an effort to build the confidence and self-esteem of all students. 
Specific individual needs are addressed by the certified counseling 
staff. Counselors are available to address the cognitive, physical, 
and affective needs of the students through individual and group 
sessions. Counselors assist students, parents, and teachers 
throughout the school year when needed.







Trojan Pride Starts with YOU!
Come be a part of one of the largest and most visible organizations in Jenks!

The Jenks Band Program represents our school and community at athletic events,
parades, concerts, competitions, and various community functions.

And it all starts in
Sixth-Grade Beginning Band!

Enrolling in Band is your ticket to a winning musical experience. The Jenks Bands have long been 
recognized for their outstanding musical achievements. And YOU can be part of that long-standing 
tradition by enrolling in Band for next year!

Some Q & A about your Band:

Q: Can I be in Band and sports, pom, cheerleading, or league sports?   A: Yes!

Q: What instrument will I play?
A: The band directors will help you choose between 
FLUTE, CLARINET, TRUMPET, TROMBONE, SAXOPHONE, and PERCUSSION.

Q: Do I need to know anything about music to start in Band?
A: No. We'll teach you everything you need to know.

Q: How do I get an instrument?
A: Your band directors will help your parents find an instrument
to purchase from one of several instrument retailers.

If you have any questions about the Jenks Band Program at West Intermediate,
please contact Mr. Gartner at 918-299-4415 x2978.





Jenks Intermediate Schools
Student Enrollment

Due Wednesday, March 13

6th Grade Electives
See Course Planning Information for Course Description.

Name _______________________________________________________________  

Fifth Grade Teacher’s Name ____________________________________________

I.D. Number __________________________________________________________

Choose one option from Group A and Group B
Each student will enroll in one world language course and one full-year elective course.

Group A (Choose One)

______Spanish / Art

______Chinese / Art

______No preference
 

Group B (Choose One) REMEMBER YOUR ELECTIVES ARE A FULL YEAR COMMITMENT.

_____Beginning Band (Full Year)
_____Beginning Orchestra (Full Year)
_____Physical Education / Vocal Music (rotating every other day)

By signing here, I understand electives are a full-year commitment, and once placed in an elective my 
child cannot switch to a different elective. Band and orchestra may also require a financial commitment 
to buy or rent an instrument.

____________________________________   _____________________
 Parent Signature Date

(Last)    (First)  (Middle)

D
et

ac
h 

an
d 

re
tu

rn
 to

 H
om

er
oo

m
 T

ea
ch

er




